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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1954 


Area  of  District  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..15 

Rateable  value  (1.4.’54)  .. 

Estimated  net  product  of  Id  rate  (1954-55) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1954) 

Number  of  Council-owned  houses  (31. 12. ’54) 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  1954 
Population  (estimated  mid  1954) 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Census  population,  1951 

(21,242  males  : 21,461  females) 

Census  population,  1931 

(22,723  males  : 21,187  females) 

Number  of  live  births 
Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population  . . 

Number  of  illegitimate  births 
Number  of  stillbirths 
Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  population 
Number  of  deaths 
Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  under 
1 year  of  age) 

Infant  mortality  rate 
Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  . . . . • • • • 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  cancer  of  lungs 
and  bronchi 

Deaths  from  cancer  — all  forms..  ..  ••  •• 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  cancer  (all  forms) 
Percentage  of  the  total  deaths  for  1954  due  to  cancer 

of  the  lungs  and  bronchi 

Percentage  of  the  total  deaths  for  1954  due  to  pulmonary 
tuberculosis 


Year 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


Births 

816 

744 

740 

743 

697 

699 

683 

628 


Deaths 

527 

478 

531 

510 

568 

507 

466 

480 


,907  acres 
£189,705 
£697 
12,189 
3,044 
164 
42,030 
3-4 

42,703 

43,910 
628 
14  9 
15 
14 
0-33 
480 
114 

31 

49-3 

5 

012 

13 

0- 31 
62 
1-5 

2-7% 

1- 0% 
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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Councillors: 

Chairman:  H.  Bullimore,  j.p. 
Vice-Chairman:  D.  J.  Pritchard 


Garndiffaith: 

I.  H.  Tucker 

D.  J.  Pritchard 
Mrs.  G.  D.  Morgan 

Snatchwood: 

C.  H.  Newman 

E.  H.  Parker 
R.  K.  Telfer 

Pontypool: 

W.  G.  Hillier 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser 
H.  J.  Rosser 

J.  H.  Evans 

Griffithstown: 

L.  Lewis 
Mrs.  C.  Martin 
C.  J.  Irving 


Wards: 

Abersychan: 

W.  Higgs 
D.  T.  Gullick 
Miss  D.  Webb 

Wainfelin: 

G.  R.  Trim,  j.p. 

J.  E.  Butcher 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Hill 

Pontymoile: 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  j.p. 
W.  L.  Jackson 


New  Inn  and  Sebastopol: 

A.  C.  Jones 
L.  C.  Lewis 
H.  Bullimore,  j.p. 


Council  Meeting — Last  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  6 p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
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The  Committee  is  a major  one  comprising  all  members  of 

the  Council. 


Chairman:  Councillor  Mrs.  G.  D.  Morgan 

Public  Health  Committee  Meeting: 
Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  the  month. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  . . 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  . . 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  . . 

Clerk  to  Department 


F.  J.  Hallinan,  m.b.e.  (Mil.), 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.  (N.U.I.), 

d.p.h.  (Wales). 

F.  G.  Meek,  m.r.s.i.,  f.s.i.a. 
B.  Gilford,  m.r.s.i.,  a.m.i.s.e. 

J.  M.  Jones,  cert,  r.s.i. 

K.  H.  D.  Wilkins,  a. r.s.i., 
m.r.i.p.h.  & H. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Davies 


All  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  qualified  as 
meat  inspectors. 


OTHER  COUNCIL  OFFICIALS 


Clerk  of  the  Council 
Deputy  Clerk 

Treasurer  and  Chief  Financial  Officer 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 
Deputy  Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Architect 

Parks,  Cemetery  and 

Allotments  Superintendent 

Housing  Manager 

Public  Librarian 


H.  Cook  (Solicitor) 

W.  A.  Stevens 
T.  R.  James 
T.  Edwards,  m.i.mun.e. 
W.  Brown,  a. m.i.mun.e., 

A.M.I.C.E. 

C.  Dawkes,  L.R.I.B.A. 

W.  R.  Dadge,  f.inst.p.a., 

M.INST.B.C.A. 

H.  J.  Aldhous,  b.sc. 

(Est.  Man.),  a.r.i.c.s. 

M.  J.  Davies 
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^ ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

to  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTYPOOL 

for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Public  Health 
Report  for  the  year  1954  relative  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  in 
your  district. 

The  report  is  compiled  as  indicated  in  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  and  as  directed  in  circular 
28/54  (Wales)  dated  15th  December,  1954,  of  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health. 


General  Comment 

The  district  was  relatively  free  from  infectious  disease  during 
the  year  apart  from  the  notification  of  225  cases  of  whooping  cough. 
There  was  no  notification  of  Diphtheria  for  the  second  year  in 
succession  and  also  no  notifications  of  food  poisoning.  The 
notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  low  and  were  at  a similar  level 
to  the  previous  year. 

A general  population  mass  radiography  survey  was  again 
arranged  for  the  district  and  some  3,549  persons  availed  themselves 
of  the  facility.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  survey  only  revealed 
one  definite  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  six  requiring 
further  observation  for  this  condition.  In  addition,  a survey  was 
also  held  at  a factory  in  the  district  employing  some  300  persons 
comprised  mostly  of  young  adult  females,  and  a 100%  response  was 
obtained.  The  management  of  this  factory  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated as  it  has  been  a yearly  routine  for  some  time  to  have  their 
employees  offered  the  facility  of  mass  radiography  during  the  firm’s 
time.  One  other  very  large  industrial  concern  in  the  district  also 
offers  the  facility  of  frequent  mass  radiography  but  the  response 
falls  well  short  of  100%.  This  is  a direction  in  which  all  the 
industrial  concerns  in  the  district  could  make  a progressive  step  in 
the  interests  of  the  health  of  their  workers.  The  services  of  a mobile 
mass  radiography  unit  are  there  for  the  asking. 
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Physical  Features 


The  Pontypool  Urban  District  covers  an  area  of  15,907  acres 
and  is  situated  on  the  Eastern  outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  Coal- 
fields. The  coal  mines  in  the  area  are  situated  at  some  distance 
from  the  populated  localities. 


The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea  level  at  Mynydd 
Varteg  Fawr  in  the  Abersychan  Parish  to  178-7  feet  above  sea  level 
at  the  Sor,  Cwmbwrrwch,  in  the  Panteg  Parish. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid 
1954  was  42,030.  The  1921  census  showed  a population  of  44,831 
persons,  while  the  1931  census  recorded  43,910  persons  (22,723 
males  and  21,187  females),  and  the  1951  census  recorded  42,703 
persons  (21,242  males  and  21,461  females). 


The  workers  of  the  district  are  engaged  in  heavy  industry  such 
as  coal  mining,  tin-plate  production,  railway  works,  by-product 
plants  and  glassmaking.  The  main  light  industry  in  the  district  is 
the  production  of  nylon  yarn. 

The  town  is  well  served  by  rail  and  road  transport. 


Estimated  population  (mid  1954)  of  adjacent 
Urban  Districts  and  Municipal  Boroughs 


Abergavenny 
Abertillery  . . 
Blaenavon  . . 
Ebbw  Vale  . . 


M.B. 

9,140 

U.D. 

27,040 

U.D. 

9,580 

U.D. 

28,570 

Tredegar  . . 


Abercarn  . . 
Bedwellty  . . 
Cwmbran  . . 
Monmouth . . 
U.D.  20,250 


U.D.  18,460 
U.D.  28,310 
U.D.  15,630 
M.B.  5,740 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


TABLE  I Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  the  district  since  1947. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Number  of 
live  births 

628 

683 

699 

697 

743 

740 

744 

816 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

42,030 

42,320 

42,420 

42,460 

42,850 

42,650 

42,360 

42,160 

Birthrate  per 
1,000 

population 

14-8 

16'1 

16-5 

16  4 

17-3 

17-4 

17-6 

19-8 

There  were  628  live  births  allocated  to  the  district  for  1954, 
comprising  305  males  and  323  females.  The  illegitimate  births 
included  in  this  figure  numbered  15  (7  maels  and  8 females). 


There  was  a sharp  drop  of  55  live  births  for  the  year  as  com- 
pared with  the  figure  for  the  year  1953. 


The  natural  increase  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  for  the 
year  was  148  as  compared  with  217  for  1953  and  192  for  1952. 


There  were  14  still  births  (9  males  and  5 females)  during  the 
year  and  all  were  of  legitimate  birth.  The  stillbirth  rate  for  the 
Administrative  County  of  Monmouthshire  for  the  year  was  0-47 
per  1,000  population  and  that  for  this  district  was  0-33. 


Comparisons  for  birth  rates,  etc.,  are  shown  in  table  X. 


A comparison  of  the  local  birth  rate  can  be  made  with  that 
for  England  and  Wales  if  the  local  rate  is  multiplied  by  the  com- 
parability factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  which  is  1 00. 
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TABLE  II  Showing  the  births  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1954  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward 
transferable  births. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births 

January 

22 

19 

41 

February  . . 

17 

23 

40 

- 127 

March 

21 

25 

46 

April 

15 

24 

39 

May 

27 

12 

39 

121 

June 

18 

25 

43 

) 

July 

11 

17 

28 

August 

14 

18 

32 

- 95 

September  . . 

19 

16 

35 

> 

October 

12 

18 

30 

1 

November  . . 

12 

18 

30 

■ 88 

December  . . 

16 

12 

28 

Totals 

204 

227 

431 

431 

Inward  transferable 
births 

101 

96 

197 

Grand  Totals 
for  the  year  1953 

305 

323 

628 

Comparative  Birth  Rates  — 1954 

Pontypool  Urban  District 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  . . 16-3 

England  and  Wales  . . . . • • • • 1^-2 
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^ TABLE  III  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated 
mid-year  population,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1947. 


Number  of 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

478 

527 

deaths 

480 

466 

507 

568 

510 

531 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

42,030 

42,320 

42,420 

42,460 

42,850 

42,650 

42,360 

42,160 

Death-rate 

per  1,000 
population 

11-4 

110 

12-0 

13-4 

11-9 

12-5 

11-3 

12-5 

There  were  480  deaths  (278  males  and  202  females)  assigned 
to  the  district  for  1954.  This  figure  represents  a slight  increase  of 
14  on  the  number  for  1953. 


The  various  causes  to  which  these  480  deaths  have  been  assigned 
are  shown  in  detail  in  table  IV. 

There  was  no  death  assigned  to  maternal  causes  during  the 
year.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative  County 
of  Monmouthshire  for  the  year  was  C49  per  1,000  births  (live  and 
still). 

There  were  5 deaths  (4  males  and  1 female)  caused  by  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  during  the  year.  Tuberculosis  caused  1 % of  the  total 
deaths  for  the  year. 

There  were  62  deaths  (41  males  and  21  females)  due  to  cancer, 
which  was  12  9%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year.  Cancer  of  the 
lungs  and  bronchi  caused  13  deaths  (12  males  and  1 female)  and 
represented  2-7%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  caused  231  deaths 
(121  males  and  110  females)  and  represented  48  -1%  of  the  total 
deaths. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  caused  4 deaths  {all  males). 

There  were  3 suicides  (2  males  and  1 female). 

The  local  death  rate  can  be  compared  with  that  for  England 
and  Wales  by  multiplying  the  local  rate  by  the  comparability  factor 
given  by  the  Registrar  General,  which  is  106. 
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TABLE  IV  Shewing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths,  ^ 
births  and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district  for 
1954. 


Causes  of  death 


Male 


Female 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other. . 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .. 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Total  All  Causes 


Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 


Total  births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 

10 

12 


19 

1 

31 

45 

4 

30 

11 

1 

12 

28 

11 

6 

3 

3 

2 

27 

4 
11 

2 


278 


19 

19 


305 

298 

7 


Still  births — Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Estimated  population  - mid  1954  = 42,030 
(for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates). 
Comparability  factors  : Births  Deaths 


2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

12 

1 

32 

22 

4 

48 

4 

12 

6 


32 

14 

1 


202 


12 

12 


323 

315 

8 


100 


106 


TABLE  V Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  for  1954,  according  to  sex, 
month  and  quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the 
inward  transferable  deaths. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

17 

20 

37 

February 

43 

16 

59 

_ 139 

March 

24 

19 

43 

April 

19 

17 

36 

May 

20 

16 

36 

- 91 

1 

June 

9 

10 

19 

July 

13 

9 

22 

1 

August 

17 

10 

27 

- 70 

September 

12 

9 

21 

October 

15 

13 

28 

1 

November  . . 

20 

14 

34 

l 113 

December  . . 

27 

24 

51 

1 

Totals 

236 

177 

413 

413 

Inward  transferable 

deaths  . . 

42 

25 

67 

Grand  Total 
for  the  year  1954 

278 

202 

480 

Comparative  Death  Rates  — 1954 

Pontypool  Urban  District 11 .4 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  . . 1 1 .6 

England  and  Wales 1 1 .3 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


TABLE  VI 


fi 

Showing  the  yearly  number  of  infant  deaths,  live 
births,  etc.,  for  this  district  since  1947. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Number  of  deaths 
in  infants  under 
1 year 

31 

23 

19 

30 

32 

28 

26 

34 

Number  of  live 
births 

628 

683 

699 

697 

743 

740 

744 

816 

Infant  mortality 
rate 

49-3 

33-7 

27-2 

43-0 

43-1 

37-8 

34-9 

41-7 

There  were  31  infant  deaths  (19  males  and  12  females)  assigned 
to  the  district  for  the  year.  The  deaths  of  20  (14  males  and  6 
females)  of  these  infants  occurred  in  hospitals  and  1 1 (5  males  and 
6 females)  occurred  at  home. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  4 weeks  numbered  18 
(10  males  and  8 females).  All  the  infants  whose  deaths  were 
recorded  were  of  legitimate  birth. 

The  infant  deaths  are  assigned  to  their  various  causes  in 
table  VII  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  greatest  single  cause  was  that 
of  prematurity  which  caused  1 1 deaths  during  the  first  days  of  the 
first  week  of  life.  Congenital  deformities  accounted  for  3 and  birth 
injuries  accounted  for  2.  Death  due  to  the  accidental  inhalation  of 
vomited  material  caused  the  deaths  of  3 infants. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of 
Monmouthshire  for  the  year  was  39 • 7 per  1,000  registered  live 
births. 
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¥%  TABLE  VII  Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age)  assigned  to  this  district  for  1954,  by 
cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total  unde r| 
1 month  | 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths 
I under 
1 year 

Prematurity.. 

11 

1 

12 

_ 

_ 





12 

Bilateral  otitis  media 

1 

— 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  deformities 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Lobar  pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tntra-cranial  haemorrhage 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Infantile  convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 
and  mongolism  . . 











1 



1 



2 

Pulmonary  congestion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Misadventure  - 
inhalation  of  vomit 

1 

2 

3 

Inattention  at  birth  - 
concealment  of  birth 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

All  Causes  . . 

14 

2 

2 

— 

18 

6 

5 

2 

— 

31 

TABLE  VIII  Showing  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  the  Administrative  County  of  Monmouthshire 
and  Pontypool  Urban  District  for  1949,  1950,  1951 
1952,  1953,  and  1954. 


Year 

England 
and  Wales 

Monmouth- 

shire 

Pontypool 

U.D. 

1949 

32  0 

42-7 

37-8 

1950 

29-8 

39-8 

431 

1951 

29-6 

431 

43  0 

1952 

27-6 

33  9 

27-2 

1953 

26-8 

32-6 

33-7 

1954 

25-5 

39-7 

49-3 

13 


TABLE  IX  Showing  the  number  of  inquests  during  1954  on  persons 
belonging  to  this  district,  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  deaths. 


Circumstances  of  death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Accidental  falls  in  the  home 

contributing  to  subsequent  death 

2 

5 

7 

Pneumoconiosis  . . 

4 

4 

Cerebral  thrombosis 

3 

3 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Accidents  on  roads  (pedestrians) 

1 

1 

Rupture  of  atheromatous  aorta 

due  to  fall  . . 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  embolus  due  to 

thrombo-phlebitis  . . 

1 

1 

Accidents  in  mines 

3 

3 

Broncho-pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Coronary  thrombosis  . . 

3 

3 

Suicides  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Asphyxia  (impacted  foreign  body  in 

larynx) 

— 

1 

1 

Exposure . . 



1 

1 

Perforation  of  chronic  duodenal  ulcer 

1 



1 

Accidental  drowning 

1 



1 

Accidents  on  the  road  (motor-cyclist) 

1 

— 

1 

Accidents  on  the  road  (motorist) 

2 



2 

Pulmonary  embolism  (following 

operation  for  brain  tumour) 

1 

— 

1 

Inattention  at  birth — concealment 

of  birth 



1 

1 

Multiple  lung  abscesses 

1 

— 

1 

Cardiac  failure  associated  with 

anaesthesia  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Misadventure  (seconal  poisoning) 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  colon  . . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Accidental  burns 

— 

1 

1 

Chronic  bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

Accidental  electrocution 

1 

— 

1 

Accidental  carbon  monoxide  poisoning 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  fulminating  pneumonia  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

34 

18 

52 

14 


TABLE  X Comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  for  England  and  Wales,  etc.,  the  Administrative  County  of  Mon- 
mouthshire, Blaenavon  Urban  District  and  Pontypool  Urban  District  for  the  years  1951,  1952,  1953 
and  1954. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

TABLE  XI  Gives  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  (corrected)  of 
notifiable  diseases  assigned  to  this  district  and  notified 
formally  by  general  practitioners  and  hospital  medical 
officers. 


DIPHTHERIA 

There  was  no  notification  of  Diphtheria  for  the  second  year  in 
succession. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  available  free  through  any 
of  the  six  infant  welfare  clinics  in  the  district  and  through  the 
agency  of  the  family  doctors  in  the  district. 

Reinforcing  injections  are  available  to  all  school  entrants,  and 
are  carried  out  at  all  infant  schools  in  the  district  by  the  Area 
Medical  Officer  at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  school  terms. 

The  time  has  now  come  when  the  Local  Health  Authority 
should  make  available  through  the  infant  welfare  clinics  the  com- 
bined injections  against  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria  as  there 
is  a growing  demand  for  this  facility  from  parents  who  have  come 
to  dread  pertussis  in  young  children. 

It  is  most  essential  that  all  means  should  continue  to  be  used 
to  encourage  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria,  as  it  is  only  by  maintaining  a high  level  of  immunisation 
that  this  disease  can  be  kept  at  bay. 

The  number  of  Anti-diphtheria  immunisations  done  in  the 
Council’s  district  during  1954  was  as  follows: — 


Age  at  date  of  primary  injection  (as  regards  A)  or 
of  reinforcing  injection  (as  regards  B) 


Under 

1 

yr. 

1 

yr. 

2 

yrs. 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

Total 

A. 

No.  of  children  who 
completed  a full 
course  of  primary 
immunisation  in  the 
Council’s  district 
during  the  year 
ended  31.1 2.’54  .. 

257 

166 

48 

18 

18 

87 

594 

B. 

No.  of  children  who 
received  a second- 
ary (reinforcing) 
dose  subsequent  to 
primary  immunis- 
ation in  the  year 
ended  3 1.1 2. ’54 

2 

64 

188 

3 

257 

16 


TABLE  XI  Showing  the  notifiable  diseases  notified  in  this  district  during  1954,  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups 
and  giving  the  admissions  to  hospital.  (Tuberculosis  excluded)  (Corrected  for  Diagnosis). 
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TABLE  XII 


Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease 
notified  yearly  since  1946. 


Disease 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

Measles  . . 

4 

735 

110 

1,351 

18 

115 

275 

214 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

10 

61 

56 

59 

88 

38 

32 

29 

Whooping  Cough 

225 

50 

184 

55 

180 

36 

39 

24 

59 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

2 

2 

- 

1 

3 

3 

2 

- 

3 

Ac.  primary  and 
influenzal  pneumonia. . 



6 

5 

15 

11 

3 

3 

6 

3 

Erysipelas 

- 

4 

2 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

3 

Food  poisoning. . 

- 

3 

3 

1 

8 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

infections 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

3 

2 

2 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Paratyphoid 

2 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

- 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  . . 

1 



1 



1 

1 

_ 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Poliomyelitis: 

(a)  Paralytic  . . 





8 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

2 

(b)  Non-paralytic 

Smallpox 
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SCARLET  FEVER 


9 

There  were  7 notifications  (5  males  and  2 females)  as  against 
10  notifications  (3  males  and  7 females)  in  1953. 

Hospitalisation  was  not  called  for  in  any  case. 

No  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  disease. 

MEASLES 

This  was  not  an  epidemic  year  for  measles  and  only  4 notifica- 
tions (2  males  and  2 females)  were  received  as  compared  with  735 
notifications  (385  males  and  350  females)  during  1953. 

No  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

There  were  225  notifications  (113  males  and  112  females)  of 
this  disease  during  the  year  as  against  50  notifications  (21  males 
and  29  females)  for  1953.  These  notifications  continued  to  come 
in  small  numbers  right  through  the  year  up  to  the  month  of 
December  and  suggested  the  presence  of  a very  persistent  smoulder- 
ing focus  of  infection  in  the  area. 

No  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  disease. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

There  were  3 notifications  as  against  2 during  1953. 

PARATYPHOID 

There  were  two  notifications  (both  males  - aged  5 years  and 
13  years)  of  this  disease  during  the  year.  There  was  no  connection 
between  these  two  cases. 

The  younger  boy  became  infected  during  a 3-day  visit  to 
Cardiff  when  that  district  was  experiencing  a sharp  epidemic  of 
this  disease.  His  elder  brother,  who  also  visited  Cardiff,  was 
found  to  be  a symptomless  excretor  of  paratyphoid  B.  organisms. 
The  organisms  were  phage  type  I. 

The  second  case  occurred  as  a sporadic  one  some  months 
later  and  had  no  connection  with  the  first  case.  The  source  of 
infection  in  this  case  was  not  discovered.  The  organisms  were 
type  T. 
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There  were  no  notifications  received  in  respect  of  Diphtheria,  ^ 
acute  primary  and  influenzal  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  food  poisoning, 
meningococcal  infections,  typhoid,  dysentery,  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum, acute  encephalitis,  poliomyelitis  or  small  pox. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALL  POX 


The  number  of  vaccinations  of  children  under  one  year  done 
in  the  district  during  1954  was  214,  which  represents  approximately 
33%  of  the  yearly  average  number  of  live  births  allocated  to  the 
district  over  the  last  four  years. 


The  number  of  vaccinations  against  small  pox  in  the  district 
during  1954  was  as  follows: — 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

1 

yr. 

1 

yr. 

2-4 

yrs. 

5-14 

yrs. 

15  + 
yrs. 

Total 

No.  vaccinated 

214 

9 

7 

16 

254 

No.  revaccinated 

- 

- 

- 

2 

13 

15 

Total 

214 

9 

7 

10 

29 

269 

20 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  Chest  Clinic  for  the  district  is  situated  in  the  Park 
Buildings  in  the  town  centre.  Two  whole-day  clinics  are  held  there 
each  week.  Tuesday  is  allocated  to  new  cases  and  revisits  by  old 
cases,  while  Thursday  is  set  aside  for  contacts  and  general  practi- 
tioners’ patients  referred  for  chest  x-ray. 

All  newly  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  visited  at  home  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  a full  environmental  report 
rendered  to  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  In  those  cases  requiring  rehousing  the  Housing 
Department  is  notified  and  the  applicant  is  credited  with  10  extra 
points  on  the  Council’s  points  scheme  for  allocation  of  houses. 
Where  the  added  points  do  not  bring  the  applicant  within  range  of 
early  rehousing  the  case  is  dealt  with  as  an  emergency  outside  the 
points  scheme,  when  the  circumstances  call  for  such  preferential 
treatment. 

A suitable  disinfectant  in  containers  is  available  through  the 
public  health  department  for  use  in  the  homes  of  the  tuberculous 
in  connection  with  sputum  receptacles,  laundry,  etc. 

Disinfections  are  carried  out  in  the  homes  of  the  tuberculous 
by  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspectors  when  such  action  is  called  for. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  district  offer  the  facility  for 
mantoux  testing  of  all  children  up  to  the  age  of  5 years  and  many 
parents  take  advantage  of  this  offer. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  a visit  by  a mass  radiography 
unit  which  was  installed  at  Glantorvaen  House  in  the  town  centre 
from  21. 4. ’54  to  7. 5. ’54.  The  total  attendance  was  3,549,  but 
having  regard  to  the  very  convenient  siting  of  the  unit  this  number 
could  reasonably  be  expected  to  have  been  twice  as  large.  The 
number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  discovered  at  this  survey  was  very 
low. 


21 


TABLE  XIII  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and 
the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1954,  analysed 
in  age  and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease. 
Corrected  for  diagnosis. 


Age 
groups 
in  yrs. 


0—  1 
1—  5 
5—15 
15—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45—55 
55—65 
65  + 


Totals  . . 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Nc 

Pulm 

n- 

onary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

13 

10 

— 

3 

4 

1 

— 

— 

Two  of  the  above  males  were  ascertained  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  by  mass  radiography.  Four  of  the  above 
cases  ( 1 male  and  3 females)  were  found  to  have  a positive  sputum 
at  the  time  of  ascertainment.  One  of  the  1 3 male  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  died  before  the  end  of  the  year  from  a cause  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

The  death  rates  from  tuberculosis  for  the  district  for  1954  were: 
(Rates  for  1953  in  parentheses) 

(a)  Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  — 012  per  1,000  pop.  (0  1 4) 

( b ) Pulmonary  tuberculosis  — 012  per  1,000  pop.  (012) 

( c ) Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  — Nil  per  1,000  pop.  (0  02) 

TABLE  XIV  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  remain- 
ing on  the  register  at  3 1.1 2. ’54. 


Males 

I 

Fen 

lales 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

162 

27 

115 

32 

336 
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^ TABLE  XV  Showing  the  monthly  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  for  the  year  1954.  (Confirmed  by  Chest 
Clinic). 


Month  of  year 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

January  . . 

1 





1 

February 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

March 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

April 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

May 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

June 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

July 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

August  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

September 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

October  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

December 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

13 

10 

— 

3 

26 

In  addition  to  the  above  confirmed  notifications  the  following 
inward  transfers  took  place  during  the  year  of  persons  already 
notified  in  other  districts. 

Males  - Pulmonary  Females  - Pulmonary 

3 1 
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TABLE  XVI  Showing  the  occupations  of  the  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  1953.  These  occupations  are  not 
necessarily  those  followed  when  the  disease  was 
contracted. 


Occupation 

Males 

Fema 

les 

Total 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary 

Housewife. . 

— 

— 

6 

2 

8 

School 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Electrician 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pre-school 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Apprentice  Painter 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hospital  Porter  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Builders  Labourer 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Railway  Fitter 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ex-Steelworker  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Apprentice  Printer 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Clerk 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Steelworker 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Religious  Order  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Shop  Assistant 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Van  Driver 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hospital  Nurse 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

13 

— 

10 

3 

26 

24 


^ TABLE  XVII  Showing  the  new  notifications  of  all  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis as  distributed  to  the  various  wards  for  1954. 


Wards 

Pulmonary 

No 

Pulm< 

n- 

3 nary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Garndiffaith 

3 



3 

Abersychan 

3 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Pontnewynydd  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Wainfelin 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pontypool 

2 . 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Pontymoel 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Griffithstown 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

New  Inn  and 
Sebastopol 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

All  Wards  . . 

13 

10 

— 

3 

26 

TABLE  XVIII  Showing  the  admissions  and  discharges  to  institutions 
for  treatment  of  tuberculosis  during  1954. 


Institutions 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Cefn  Mably  Sanatorium 

5 

7 

5 

5 

Sully  Hospital 

5 

2 

4 

8 

South  Wales  Sanatorium, 
Talgarth 

5 

_ 

3 

North  Wales  Sanatorium, 
Denbigh 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

Chepstow  Annexe 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Gian  Ely  Hospital 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Energlyn  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

— 

St.  Woolos  Hospital 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Adeline  Patti  Hospital 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cardiff  Isolation  Hospital  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Gelligaer  Hospital  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Highland  Moors  Hospital  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

20 

15 

16 

20 

25 


TABLE  XIX  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  for 
tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  since  1938. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Death  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1938 

109 

•42 

•52 

•07 

1939 

115 

•49 

•42 

•07 

1940 

•84 

•48 

•58 

•12 

1941 

M3 

•41 

•74 

•05 

1942 

•67 

•36 

•41 

•19 

1943 

•99 

•22 

•49 

• 10 

1944 

1 34 

•26 

■55 

•07 

1945 

1 88 

•19 

•67 

•12 

1946 

•76 

•33 

•48 

•10 

1947 

•93 

•33 

•45 

•05 

1948 

101 

■33 

•50 

•09 

1949 

•73 

•16 

•56 

•05 

1950 

•84 

•12 

•19 

•04 

1951 

•92 

.18 

.26 

.02 

1952 

.90 

.17 

.21 

.09 

1953 

•42 

•12 

T2 

•02 

1954 

•55 

•07 

•12 

NIL 

The  death  rates  per  1,000  population  for  tuberculosis  for 
England  and  Wales,  etc.,  for  1954  were  as  follows: — 


England 

and 

Wales 


160  County  Boroughs  160  Smaller  Towns 

and  Great  Towns  (resident  pop.  25-50,000 
(including  London)  at  1951  census) 


■1* 


•20 


•1* 
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TABLE  XX  Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the 
yearly  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  1943.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis) 
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TABLE  XXI  Showing  details  of  the  general  population  mass  radiography  survey  which  was  carried  out  in  the 
district  from  21.4/54  to  7. 5. ’54. 


28 


^ TABLE  XXII  Detailed  analysis  of  those  found  to  have  other 
abnormalities  of  the  chest  at  the  mass  radiography 
survey  held  from  21. 4. ’54  to  7. 5. ’54. 


Nature  of  Abnormality 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Healed  primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis  . . 

3 

5 

8 

Healed  post-primary  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

4 

7 

1 1 

Pulmonary  fibrosis  . . 

6 

4 

10 

Basal  fibrosis  . . 

5 

5 

10 

Bronchiectasis . . 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  . . 

12 

1 

13 

Pleural  thickening 
Cardio  vascular  disease: 

• 

2 

2 

(a)  Acquired  . . 

1 

8 

9 

(b)  Congenital 

1 

— 

1 

Neoplasm 
Pneumoconiosis : 

1 

1 

Stage  I 

6 

— 

6 

Stage  11 

29 

— 

29 

Stage  III 

4 

— 

4 

Progressive  massive  fibrosis  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Bony  abnormality 

4 

1 

5 

Hiatal  hernia  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonitis  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  

80 

34 

114 

A survey  was  carried  out  in  December,  1954,  at  the  toy  factory 
of  H.  G.  Stone  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Pontypool,  with  the  following  results: — 


Total  number  examined 

..  287 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  . . 

14 

(a) 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Nil 

(b) 

Requiring  further  observation 

1 

(c) 

Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest 

14 

This  concern  has  arranged  a mass  radiography  survey  for  the 
employees  yearly  for  a number  of  years,  and  it  is  understood  to  be 
exceptional  for  anyone  to  refuse  to  be  x-rayed.  The  staff  are 
practically  entirely  all  females. 


29 


CENSUS  1951 


The  following  details  of  local  interest  have  been  extracted  from 
the  Registrar  General’s  County  Report  on  the  1951  census  which 
was  published  during  1954. 

TABLE  XXIII  Details  of  the  district’s  population  in  age  groups 
(quinary)  and  by  sex  and  marital  condition  at  the 
1951  census. 


Total  Population 

Married  Only 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

21,242 

21,461 

11,124 

11,300 

Marital  condition: 

Single  . . 

9,232 

8,103 

— 

— 

Married 

11,124 

11,300 

11,124 

11,300 

Widowed 

832 

2,000 

— 

— 

Divorced 

54 

58 

— 

— 

Age  last  birthday: 

0-4 

1,945 

1,748 

— 

— 

5-9 

1,659 

1,644 

— 

— 

10-14 

1,537 

1,426 

— 

— 

15-19 

1,208 

1,364 

4 

78 

20-24 

1,301 

1,421 

328 

758 

25-29 

1,613 

1,651 

1,044 

1,351 

30-34 

1,601 

1,607 

1,290 

1,407 

35-39 

1,504 

1,442 

1,264 

1,266 

40-44 

1,566 

1,531 

1,377 

1,349 

45-49 

1,571 

1,555 

1,363 

1,322 

50-54 

1,446 

1,419 

1,246 

1,134 

55-59 

1,246 

1,339 

1,061 

989 

60-64 

990 

1,054 

790 

678 

65-69 

868 

927 

648 

505 

70-74 

620 

640 

427 

283 

75-79 

378 

401 

206 

124 

80-84 

145 

202 

63 

47 

85-89 

36 

67 

10 

8 

90-94 

8 

21 

3 

1 

95  and  over 

— 

2 

— 

— 

30 


% TABLE  XXIV 


Census  population  (1921-1951)  for  the  Adminis- 
trative County,  County  Borough,  Municipal 
Boroughs,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 


Population 


Administrative  Area 

1921 

1931 

1951 

Persons 

Persons 

Persons 

Males 

Females 

Monmouthshire  (A.C.  with 
associated  C.B.) 

449,547 

431,610 

425,115 

210,997 

214,118 

Newport  C.B. 

94,384 

98,447 

105,547 

51,383 

54, 1 64 

Administrative  County. . 

355,163 

333,163 

319,568 

159,614 

159,954 

Municipal  Boroughs  and 
Urban  Districts 

312,709 

292,562 

275,191 

137,553 

137,638 

Abercarn . . 

20,296 

20,726 

18,749 

9,440 

9,309 

Abergavenny  M.B. 

9,224 

8,813 

8,848 

4,142 

4,706 

Abertillery 

38,753 

31,755 

27,620 

13,924 

13,696 

Bedwas  and  Machen  . . 

8,685 

9,364 

8,718 

4,323 

4,395 

Bedwellty 

32,078 

30,970 

28,830 

14,517 

14,313 

Blaenavon 

12,469 

11,076 

9,779 

4,976 

4,803 

Caerleon  . . 

3,168 

3,314 

4,709 

2,293 

2,416 

Chepstow 

5,143 

4,302 

5,283 

2,695 

2,588 

Cwmbran 

12,148 

11,756 

13,166 

6,556 

6,610 

Ebbw  Vale 

35,381 

31,686 

29,220 

14,729 

14,491 

Monmouth  M.B. 

5,334 

4,947 

5,438 

2,488 

2,950 

Mynyddislwyn  . . 

13,712 

15,136 

14,434 

7,322 

7,112 

Nantyglo  and  Blaina  . . 

16,448 

13,189 

11,442 

5,840 

5,602 

Pontypool 

44,831 

43,910 

42,703 

21,242 

21,461 

Rhymney 

11,690 

10,506 

9,137 

4,614 

4,523 

Risca 

16,745 

16,605 

15,130 

7,483 

7,647 

Tredegar.. 

25,110 

23,192 

20,376 

10,175 

10,201 

Usk  

1,494 

1,315 

1,609 

794 

815 

Rural  Districts  . . 

42,454 

40,601 

44,377 

22,061 

22,316 

Abergavenny 

9,062 

8,584 

8,668 

4,318 

4,350 

Chepstow 

8,735 

8,686 

10,245 

5,106 

5,139 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons 

12,342 

11,515 

13,558 

6,671 

6,887 

Monmouth 

6,501 

6,233 

5,952 

2,958 

2,994 

Pontypool 

5,814 

5,583 

5,954 

3,008 

2,946 

31 
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TABLE  XXVI  Distribution  by  marital  condition,  age  and  sex  ratios  - Monmouthshire  (A.C.  with  associated  C.B.), 
County  Borough,  Municipal  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Swimming  Baths 


Purification  and  heating  plant  has  now  been  installed  at  the 
Pontnewynydd  and  Panteg  Swimming  baths.  The  question  of 
covering  and  deepening  the  Pontnewynydd  baths  is  under  con- 
sideration for  the  future. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  remarks  in  my  previous  annual  reports  about  the  general 
inadequacy  and  poor  repair  of  the  existing  conveniences  in  the 
outlying  parts  of  the  district  still  hold  good. 


Collection  and  disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse 

Uncontrolled  tipping  was  still  taking  place  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  the  inevitable  and  frequently  recurring  major  rat  infest- 
ation, especially  at  the  Pontyfellin  tip  which  is  adjacent  to  the  river, 
is  a great  source  of  nuisance  in  the  New  Inn  area.  Controlled 
tipping  at  a more  suitable  site  is  the  only  solution  to  this  matter,  as 
recommended  in  my  previous  annual  reports. 


Sewerage 

The  construction  of  the  subsidiary  sewers  began  during  the 
year  and  work  was  still  in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  action  was  taken  under  section  47  of  the  above  Act  during 
the  year.  The  one  case  requiring  urgent  removal  was  dealt  with  by 
forceful  persuasion,  which  is  much  more  satisfactory  than  having  to 
utilise  section  47. 


Superannuation  Act,  1937 

Medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  31  employees  for  superannuation  purposes.  It  must  be 
pointed  out  here  that  the  conditions  under  which  the  Medical 
Officer  is  expected  to  carry  out  these  medical  examinations  is  most 
unsatisfactory  due  to  the  very  poor  accommodation  allocated  to 
the  public  health  department  in  general. 
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Attendance  at  Conferences  during  1954 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  not  delegated  to  attend  any 
conference  or  sessional  meeting  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
during  1954.  Since  it  appears  that,  in  general,  local  districts  do 
not  send  the  Area  Medical  Officer  who  is  their  Medical  Officer  to 
important  conferences,  such  as  that  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
it  is  suggested  that  the  County  Authority  should  make  arrangements 
to  ensure  that  Area  Medical  Officers  do,  occasionally,  get  a chance 
of  attending  such  conferences.  It  is  by  contact  with  Officers  from 
other  areas  that  we  are  helped  to  keep  up  to  date  in  our  knowledge 
and  gain  fresh  ideas  which  are  not  alone  beneficial  to  ourselves  but 
also  to  the  districts  we  serve. 

Water  Supply 

The  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  are  the  Pontypool  Gas  and 
Water  Company.  The  supply  is  a treated  one. 

During  the  year  85  samples  of  water  were  taken  by  the  Council’s 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Newport,  for  bacteriological  analysis.  In  every  case  the  sample 
was  reported  on  as  satisfactory  for  a chlorinated  supply,  which  is  an 
excellent  achievement. 

The  following  sampling  figures  reflect  the  marked  improvement 
which  has  been  brought  about  in  the  bacteriological  quality  of  the 
District’s  mains  water  supply  during  recent  years.  This  improve- 
ment has  followed  increased  sampling  and  advice  given  by  the 
public  health  department. 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

for  a 

for  a 

chlorinated 

chlorinated 

Year 

Supply 

Supply 

Total 

1949 

19 

13 

32 

1950 

50 

10 

60 

1951 

91 

10 

101 

1952 

70 

7 

77 

1953 

81 

3 

84 

1954 

85 

Nil 

85 

Sampling  from  shallow  wells 

Three  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  from  shallow  wells. 
Two  of  these  samples  were  satisfactory  for  an  untreated  supply  and 
the  third  was  not  quite  so  satisfactory. 
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Pantygasscg  Village  water  supply 

This  outlying  community  has  now  been  provided  with  a mains 
supply  of  treated  water  by  the  Statutory  Water  Undertakers  for  the 
Urban  District.  The  provision  of  this  supply  removes  a long 
standing  want  for  a proper  water  supply  in  this  area  which  was 
dependent  on  water  pumped  up  from  a nearby  colliery.  The 
former  supply  was  inadequate  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

FOOD  INSPECTION,  ETC. 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

There  were  35  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  The  results  of  these  samples  were  placed  in 
the  following  provisional  grades. 

Grade  I Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

28  5 Nil  2 

These  results  are  considered  very  satisfactory. 

The  big  general  improvement  brought  about  in  the  district’s 
supply  of  ice  cream  during  recent  years  from  a bacteriological 
aspect  is  reflected  in  the  following  sampling  details. 


Year 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

Total 

1949 

12 

4 

4 

17 

37 

1950 

34 

17 

7 

8 

66 

1951 

36 

12 

4 

3 

55 

1952 

24 

13 

Nil 

4 

41 

1953 

31 

17 

Nil 

5 

53 

1954 

28 

5 

Nil 

2 
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A provisional  Grade  I or  Grade  II  is  satisfactory,  while  Grade 
III  is  less  satisfactory  and  Grade  IV  unsatisfactory. 

This  improvement  has  been  brought  about  by  the  constant 
education  by  the  department  of  those  engaged  in  the  ice  cream  trade 
during  the  ice  cream  season. 

Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  the  year  for  analysis  in  connection  with  fat  content. 

There  are  87  premises  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the 
district.  Practically  all  the  ice  cream  now  sold  in  the  area  is 
wrapped.  There  are  6 premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream. 
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Milk 


There  were  157  samples  (1  T.T.  Sterilised,  47  T.T.  pasteurised, 
65  pasteurised  and  44  sterilised)  of  heat-treated  milk  submitted 
during  the  year  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  and, 
without  exception,  the  results  of  the  tests  were  all  satisfactory. 
Designated  milk  only  can  now  be  sold  in  this  Urban  District. 
There  were  29  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  in  connec- 
tion with  fat  content  and  all  were  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

There  are  two  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district  but  only  one 
has  been  in  regular  use  during  the  year.  There  are  36  dealers 
licensed  to  sell  designated  milk  within  the  urban  district. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

There  were  133  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during 
the  year  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Meat 

Since  decontrol  two  slaughterhouses  have  been  in  operation 
in  the  district.  One  slaughterhouse  is  situated  at  Abersychan  and 
was  previously  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  second 
slaughterhouse  is  situated  in  the  lower  part  of  the  district  at 
Griffithstown  and  was  licensed  on  the  decontrol  of  meat.  Both 
slaughterhouses  are  privately  owned  and  operated  and  meet  the 
needs  of  the  district  very  adequately.  These  two  slaughterhouses 
are  far  from  ideal  and  both  are  unsuitably  located  in  built-up  areas. 
The  proposed  scheme  to  build  proper  slaughterhouses  on  a regional 
basis  will  be  welcomed  in  this  district. 

The  Council’s  sanitary  inspectors  carry  out  all  meat  inspection 
at  both  slaughterhouses  and  condemned  items  are  taken  to  the 
Authority’s  destructor  for  disposal. 

The  Council’s  sanitary  inspectors  also  carry  out  deadweight 
certification  of  pigs  at  both  slaughterhouses  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  This  duty  entails  an  appreciable  loss  of  time 
both  in  weighing  and  the  rendering  of  returns. 

Inspection  of  Food  Shops,  Cafes,  etc. 

All  food  shops  in  the  district  were  visited  during  the  year  and 
the  inspectors  were  encouraged  to  discuss  problems  with  pro- 
prietors and  so  act  as  health  educators  rather  than  purely  enforce- 
ment officers.  There  are  18  premises  registered  under  Section  14 
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of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 
There  were  325  visits  paid  to  food  shops,  cafes,  industrial  canteens, 
fried  fish  shops,  registered  dairies,  butchers’  shops,  bakehouses  and 
premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  and  sausages.  Conditions 
were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  during  these  visits. 

There  are  some  120  licensed  premises,  including  clubs,  in  the 
district. 


Classification  of  premises  by  type  in  the  district 


Cafes  and  hotels  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Canteens  (industrial)  . . . . . . . . 12 

Fish  and  Chip  shops  . . . . . . . . 17 

Registered  ice  cream  manufacturers  . . . . 6 

Premises  registered  under  the  Food  & Drugs 
Act,  1938  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages 
(Section  14)  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Butchers’  shops  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Grocery  and  greengrocery  . . . . . . 91 

Greengrocery  and  fish  . . . . . . . . 16 

Registered  dairies  . . . . . . . . 2 

Licensed  premises  and  clubs  ..  ..  ..  120 


HOUSING 


TABLE  XXVII  Showing  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  the 
Authority  at  3 1.12. ’54. 


Temp. 

Pre- 

fabs. 

Non- 

tradi- 

tional 

Houses 

Tradi- 

tional 

Houses 

Total 

No.  of  houses  owned  by 
L.A.  on  31/12/1954 

300 

208 

2,536 

3,044 

No.  of  houses  in  course 
of  erection  on  31/12/54  . . 

— 

— 

100 

100 

No.  of  houses  for  which 
sanction  had  been  given, 
but  which  had  not  been 
commenced  on  31/12/54 

200 

200 
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^ TABLE  XXVIII  Number  of  houses  erected  during  1954  by  the 

L.A.  and  by  private  enterprise. 


Temp. 

Pre- 

fabs. 

Non- 

Tradi- 

tional 

Houses 

Tradi- 

tional 

Houses 

By  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

164 

By  private  enterprise  . . 

— 

— 

17 

Total 

— 

— 

181 

The  number  of  houses  under  construction  by  private  enterprise 
during  1954,  but  not  completed  on  3 1.12. ’54,  was  7. 


The  Polo  Grounds,  New  Inn 

The  last  family  was  rehoused  from  this  hutted  camp  during 
January,  1955. 

Housing  consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  Article  31 
Information  applicable  to  the  year  1954 

(I)  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were 

considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 33 

(II)  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

L.A.  or  their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

(III)  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  L.A. 
with  a view  to  (a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring 

the  execution  of  works  or  ] 50 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  . . 33 

(IV)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 

execution  of  works  . . . . . . . . 150 

(V)  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  the  service  of  formal  notices  . . . . . . 140 

(VI)  The  number  of  demolition  and  closing  orders  made  23 

(VII)  The  number  of  houses  demolished  . . . . 1 a 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


The  following  Tables  show  the  number  of  factories  in  the  area 
and  the  inspections  thereof  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of 
satisfactory  working  conditions.  The  conditions  in  these  places  of 
work  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  and  where  there  was 
cause  for  complaint  remedial  action  was  readily  undertaken. 


TABLE  XXIX  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  the  inspections 
thereof  carried  out  during  1954. 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Occu- 

piers 

prose- 

cuted 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

41 

49 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

33 

62 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

5 

14 

9 

Total 

79 

125 

11 

— 
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^ TABLE  XXX  Shewing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  the 
action  taken. 


Number  of  defects 

Number 

of 

Prose- 

cutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Insp. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

SanitaryConveniences: 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

( b ) Unsuitable  or 
defective 

9 

9 

2 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-work) 

_ 

Total 

11 

11 

2 

— 

PART  VIII  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


OUTWORK  (Sections  110  and  111) 

Two  workers  were  engaged  in  the  making,  etc.,  of  wearing 
apparel.  There  was  no  cause  for  complaint  under  Sections  1 10  or 


Eleven  workers  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  stuffed  toys. 

There  was  no  cause  for  complaint  under  sections  110  or  111. 

1 thank  the  Authority’s  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff 
lor  their  helpfulness  during  the  year.  I would  also  thank  the  other 

departments  of  the  Authority  for  their  kind  co-operation  during 
the  year.  6 
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Rainfall  during  1954 


The  following  rainfall  figures  were  recorded  at  Panteg  Cemetery 
and  kindly  supplied  by  the  Parks,  Cemeteries  and  Allotments 
Superintendent,  Mr.  W.  R.  Dadge,  f.inst.,  p.a.,  m.inst.,  b.c.a. 


Monthly  rainfall  for  1954 

January  ..  ..  3-03  inches 

February 

4-93 

99 

March 

6 10 

99 

April 

•47 

99 

May 

3 59 

99 

June 

6-54 

99 

July 

2-59 

99 

August 

4-79 

99 

September 

6-95 

99 

October 

7-61 

99 

November 

12-61 

99 

December 

, . 

4-13 

99 

Total  rainfall  for  1954  = 63-34  inches. 


The  rainfall  for  previous  years  was  as  follows: — 


1951 

59-85  inches 

1952 

51-07  „ 

1953 

47-23  „ 
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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTYPOOL 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

for  the  year  1954. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Market  Buildings, 

Crane  Street, 

Pontypool,  Mon. 


Following  is  my  report  on  work  carried  out  by  the  Department 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 
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NOTICES  SERVED 


• 

Number  Notices  Sect.  9 H.A.  1936  . . . . 48 

„ „ Sect.  93  P.H.A.  1936. . ..  102 

Informal  Notices 6 

DEFECTS  IN  DWELLINGS 

Houses  repaired  externally  . . . . . . 40 

Houses  repaired  internally  . . . . . . 100 

DRAINAGE 

Drains  examined  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed 7 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  . . . . . . 2 

New  drains  provided  . . . . . . . . 4 

Defective  drains  repaired  . . . . . . 10 

Defective  W.C’s  put  in  order  . . . . . . 9 

Defective  flush  tanks  repaired  or  renewed  . . 16 

New  tanks  supplied  to  W.C’s  . . . . . . 6 

New  pans  supplied  to  W.C’s  . . . . . . 9 

New  lavatories  provided . . ...  . . . . 2 

INSPECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

7 disinfestations  for  vermin  were  carried  out  and  no  re-infesta- 
tion was  reported. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 

Orders  for  demolition  were  made  on  1 1 houses,  under  Section 
1 1 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

12  Closing  Orders  were  made  under  Section  10  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act),  1954. 

8 houses  were  demolished  under  Clearance  Orders,  and  5 under 
Demolition  Orders. 

CARAVANS 

5 licences  for  siting  a caravan  for  twelve  months  were  issued, 
subject  to  the  conditions  being  carried  out,  as  laid  down. 

3 licences  for  use  of  land  as  Caravan  sites  were  issued. 
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^ FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Inspections  of  Factories,  workshops,  and  workplaces  have  been 
carried  out,  and  below  is  a report  on  inspections  made: — 


No.  of 

Notices 

Action 

Premises 

Factories  (including 

Inspections 

Served 

Necessary 

Laundries)  . . 

49 

— 

Nil 

Workshops 

62 

2 

Nil 

Workplaces 

14 

9 

Nil 

All  Notices  served 
complied  with. 

in  connection 

with  these 

premises  were 

INSPECTIONS  OF  BAKEHOUSES 

27  visits  were  made  to  the  bakehouses.  Notices  for  the  abate- 
ment of  nuisances  were  served  and  complied  with. 

In  4 cases  liming  was  not  up  to  the  standard,  but  this  was 
remedied  without  service  of  notices. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 


1 7 visits  were  made  to  these  premises,  4 notices  served  to  abate 
nuisances,  and  all  were  complied  with.  The  general  condition  of 
these  premises  is  very  satisfactory. 

CINEMAS 


Number  of  cinemas  in  the  area . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  inspections  made  ..  ..  ..  19 

Notices  served  and  complied  with  . . . . Nil 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  control  of  Meat  and  allocation  of  animals  to  Governmen 
Controlled  Slaughter  Houses  ended  in  July  of  this  year.  Sinci 
then  facilities  for  Slaughter  has  been  provided  by  the  Licensing  o 
the  Slaughter  Houses  at  Abersychan  and  Griffithstown,  owner 
respectively  by  the  Abersychan  & Pontypool  Co-operative  Society 

Pdv’nan<?  R'  Bach>  AU  butchers  wishing  to  do  so  are  allowec 
to  kill  at  these  centres. 
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The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  is  given 
below: — 


No.  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

Cattle  Sheep  & Lambs  Calves  Pigs  Total 

801  7,653  517  2,538  11,509 


Meat  and  offal  Condemned 

Cattle:  Beef  6,070  lbs.,  257  Livers,  94  Lungs,  6 Hearts,  4 Melts, 

50  Heads  and  Tongues,  10  Whole  Carcases  and  Organs. 

Sheep:  Mutton  1,850  lbs.,  1,269  Livers,  674  Lungs,  77  Plucks, 

16  Hearts,  11  Heads  and  Tongues  and  17  Whole  Car- 
cases. 

Pigs:  Pork  797  lbs.,  202  Livers,  79  Lungs,  22  Heads,  9 Whole 

Carcases  and  Organs. 

Calves:  3 Livers. 


The  authority  also  consented  to  take  responsibility  to  the 
Ministry  for  Deadweight  Certification  of  Pigs. 

Certificates  were  issued  in  this  respect. 

All  animals  killed  at  the  Slaughter  Houses  were  inspected. 


OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 

60  lbs.  English  Beef,  628  lbs.  Imported  Beef,  14  Tins  Ox. 
Tongue,  22  Tins  Corned  Beef,  87  Tins  Condensed  Milk,  105  Tins 
Tomatoes,  12  Tins  Damsons,  16  Tins  Plums,  16  Tins  Raspberries, 
10  Tins  Stew,  24  Tins  Vegetables,  119  lbs.  Imported  Liver,  8 Tins 
Ham,  24  Tins  Peas,  29  Tins  Soup,  48  lbs.  Sausages,  19  Tins  Lunch 
Meat,  1 Christmas  Pudding,  1 Steak  Pudding,  2 pkts.  Pudding 
Mixture,  16  Tins  Apricots,  4 Tins  Salmon,  9 Apple  Dumplings, 
10  Tins  Cherries,  36  Faggots,  6 lbs.  Black  Pudding,  29  Tins  Beans, 
6 Tins  Bilberries,  6 Tins  Sheep  Tongues,  12  Tins  Grape  Fruit, 
17  lbs.  cheese,  4 pkts.  preserved  Cheese,  6 Tins  Peas,  4 Tins  Peaches, 
6 Jars  Pickled  Onions. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  were  dealt  with  by  the 
Department,  terminal  disinfection  carried  out,  and  all  precautions 
taken  against  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
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^ COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  is  now  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  238  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
to  serve  the  whole  area,  with  a capacity  for  housing  eleven  men. 
This  house  is  clean  and  well  managed. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951 

One  Factory  is  registered  under  Section  2 of  the  Rag  Flock  Act. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT 

One  licence  was  granted  under  this  Act. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

3 samples  of  water  were  taken  from  springs  and  wells  in 
various  parts  of  the  area,  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
examination. 

2 samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  one  not  satisfactory. 
Consumers  were  advised  to  boil  the  water. 

85  samples  were  taken  from  the  Company’s  Main  Supply  and 
all  were  satisfactory. 

180  samples  were  taken  by  the  Company’s  Inspectors,  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 


HEAT  TREATED  MILK 

157  samples  of  Heat  Treated  Milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 


Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Tuberculin 

Sterilised 

Total 

65 

Tested 

47 

45 

157 

All  of  the  above  samples  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

ICE  CREAM 


35  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  placed  in  provis- 
ional grades  as  set  out  below:— 

Grade  1 Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

28  5 — 9 
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ROOMS  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PREPARED  AND  # 
INDUSTRIAL  CANTEENS 

56  inspections  were  carried  out  at  Restaurant  kitchens  and 
works’  canteens.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  general  hygiene 
conditions  at  restaurants  are  well  maintained  and  meals  prepared 
and  served  under  excellent  conditions. 

Canteens  are  well  conducted  and  meals  served  under  good 
conditions.  Kitchens  and  utensils  received  special  attention,  and 
all  are  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 

The  18  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Butcher’s 
smalls  are  maintained  at  a good  standard  of  cleanliness. 


INSPECTION  OF  SHOPS 

325  visits  were  made  to  shops  in  the  area,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  governing  the  health  of  the 
assistants  were  being  observed. 

Seats  are  provided  for  the  assistants,  and  facilities  for  taking 
meals  are  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  arrangements  are  suitable  and  sufficient,  and  heating, 
lighting  and  ventilation  satisfactory.  Heating  has  been  installed 
in  two  instances. 

22  visits  were  paid  to  Fried  Fish  shops.  Two  notices  were 
served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  found  to  exist,  and  complied 
with. 

The  condition  of  these  shops  is  satisfactory,  and  a good 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained. 


CAFES  AND  CANTEENS 

62  inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  Cafes  and  Canteens  in 
the  area.  Four  notices  served  for  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  all 
were  complied  with. 

It  is,  however,  very  necessary  for  strict  supervision  to  be 
maintained  over  these  premises. 
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LICENSED  PREMISES 


# 

52  visits  were  paid  to  Licensed  Premises,  and  8 notices  served 
to  abate  nuisances  found  therein. 

The  Public  Houses  have  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on  to  the  bars 
for  washing  up,  and  internal  alterations  have  effected  a considerable 
contribution  to  the  hygienic  serving  of  refreshments.  Alterations 
are  still  going  on  to  some  of  the  few  houses  requiring  hot  water 
laid  on  to  the  bars. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

8 complaints  of  Bug  Infestation  were  dealt  with,  a good  insect- 
icide spray  proved  successful  in  abating  the  nuisance. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Refuse  Tips: 

22  Inspections  were  carried  out  at  Refuse  Tips,  and  16  infesta- 
tions discovered  and  treated  as  under: — 

3 Major,  13  Minor  Rat  Infestations,  805 
Points  were  laid,  and  569  prebait  and  516 
Poison  takes  noted. 

Sewer  Beds  and  River  Banks: 

12  Infestations  were  treated,  2 Major  and  4 Minor  Rat  Infesta- 
tions. 825  Points  were  laid  and  819  Prebait  and  632  Poison 
takes  noted. 

Council  Depots: 

9 Inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  Depots,  and  3 Major, 
4 Minor  Rat  Infestations  discovered,  and  two  infestations  by 
mice.  280  Points  were  laid,  resulting  in  180  Prebait  and  161 
Poison  takes. 

Pontypool  Market: 

22  visits  were  paid  to  stalls  in  Pontypool  Market,  and  22 
Infestations  by  Mice  were  discovered  and  treated.  210  Points 
were  laid  and  193  Prebait  and  172  Poison  takes  noted. 

I must  again  emphasise  the  necessity  for  keeping  gardens  and 
ack  lanes  free  from  scraps  of  food,  etc.,  which  encourages  rats, 

and  is  undoubtedly  the  direct  cause  of  rat  infestation  in  private 
houses.  r 
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The  Tradespeople  of  the  town  give  every  assistance  in  dealing^ 
with  infestation  on  their  premises,  and  once  again  I have  to  thank 
the  officials  of  the  Ministry  for  their  help  and  advice. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  G.  MEEK, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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